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stopped at Madras. Here he pointed out to the authori-
ties the importance of securing the whole of the coast-
line of the Circars, and it was resolved to apply to the
Emperor at Delhi for a sunnad for these districts. It
will be remembered that under Forde's treaty with the
Nizam only Masulipatam and some of the districts were
given to the English as inam ; for the remainder the
Rajah of Vizayanagaram had to pay tribute to the
Nizam who was still nominally the sovereign. Clive
now desired to obtain a grant to the English of the
whole of this portion of the country and accordingly,
without any reference to the Nizam, applied to and
obtained from the Emperor a sunnad which freed the
Circars from the Nizam and bestowed them upon the
British (1766). At the same time General Calliaud was*
despatched with a large force to take possession of these
provinces, which he did without any difficulty being
raised by the various Rajahs and Zemindars.

It may be imagined that the news of this new step
excited Nizam All's rage and indignation. Although
the Nizams invariably acknowledged the Emperor as
their sovereign, and obtained his signature to their
sunnads of appointment, it was most unusual for a
sunnad to be granted by the Emperor direct to a
stranger for districts which were under their immediate
jurisdiction and which had hitherto paid tribute to
them as the representatives of the Emperor. When
he received the news Nizam All was engaged with the
Mahrattas on the western frontier, but he at once
returned with his army to Hyderabad, and declared
that he would avenge himself for the usurpation, as
he deemed it, of so important a part of his terri-
tories by an invasion of the Carnatic. The Governor
of Madras was not then prepared to embark upon